
the method according to claim 8. 

17. (NEW) The method according to claim 10, wherein the bacteria comprises E. Coli 

18. (NEW) The method according to claim 8, wherein the speed of rotation of the 
housing is 800-2800 rpm. 

REMARKS 

Reconsideration of the application, as amended, is respectfully requested. Claims 1-16 
have been amended. Claims 6-8 and 12-16 stand objected to as being in improper multiple- 
dependent format. In response, Applicant has amended each of claims 6-8 and 12-16 to eliminate 
any improper multiple claim dependencies. Applicant respectfully requests that the objection to 
claims 6-8 and 12-16 be withdrawn. 

Claims 10-1 1 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 1 12, second paragraph, as failing to 
particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter for which patent protection is sought. 
In response, Applicant has amended claim 10 to remove the exemplary language. Applicant 
respectfully requests that the objection to claim 10 be withdrawn. Claim 1 1 has been amended to 
depend only from independent claim 9. Applicant respectfully requests the objection to claim 1 1 
be withdrawn. 

Various other amendments have been made to the claims in order to better conform the 
claims to U.S. practice. Applicant respectfully submits that these claim amendments are not 
intended to narrow the claims in any way and are not being made for any reason related to the 
statutory requirements for patentability. 

Applicant appreciates the allowance of claims 1-5 and 9. Because claims 6-8 and 10-18 
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depend from and further limit allowed independent claims 1 and 9, Applicant respectfully submits 

that all pending claims are in allowable form. A Notice of Allowance is respectfully requested. 

Respectfully submitted, 

JENKENS & GILCHRIST, 
A Professional Corporatio 



1445 Ross Avenue, Suite 3200 
Dallas, Texas 75202-2799 
(214) 965-7300 
(214) 855-4300 (fax) 



Ross T. Robinson 
Reg. No. 47,031 
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EXHIBIT A 
MARKED- UP CLAIMS 



V 



1 . (AMENDED) An apparatus for the treatment of contaminated media, comprising: 

a rotatable housing having at least one inlet [(28)] for gas and at least«©«-suction opening 
[(10; 32)] for the medium to be treated; * 

a number of outlet openings [(25; 27)] arranged along the periphery of the housing; 

a number of vanes [(22; 23)] arranged in said outlet openings [(35; 27)]; [and] a shaft 
[(24)] connected to the housing and connectable to a device for causing rotation of the housing; 
and 



[characterized in that] 



wherein the housing comprises at least mr compartment which is essentially shaped as a 
truncated cone, with the inlet [(10; 32)] for the medium to be treated at the apex of the cone and 
the outlets [(25; 27)] at the base thereof. 



2. (AMENDED) The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein 

said housing comprises an upper compartment [(5)] with a corresponding upper suction 
opening [(32)] and a lower compartment [(7)] with a corresponding lower suction opening [(10)]; 
where the upper and the lower compartments are separated by a plate [(20)]; and wherein 

CT& the plurality of outlet opening, [(25; 27)] provided along the periphery of the housing-or— \s 

cjftQoJ -housings-belong to the uppef[(5)] and the lower [(7)] compartments respectively, at the opposite ^ 
end thereof with respect to the corresponding suction opening [(32, 10)]. 

3. (AMENDED) The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said housing 
comprises one single compartment [(7)] having the shape of a truncated cone with the apex facing 
downwards, and having a suction opening [(10)] at the apex of said cone, and a plate [(20)] 
forming the base of said cone and closing said compartment [(7)], and wherein the gas inlet [(28)] 
exits through said plate [(20)]. 



4. (AMENDED) The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said housing 
comprises one single compartment [(7)] having the shape of a truncated cone with the apex facing 
upwards, and having a suction opening (32) at the apex of said cone, and a plate [(20)] forming 
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the base of said cone and closing said compartment (7), and wherein the gas inlet [(28)] exits 
through said plate (20). 

5. (AMENDED) The apparatus according to claim 2 or 4, wherein the upper suction 
opening [(32)] has the shape of an annular gap. ^ ^ . t % 

6. (AMENDED) The apparatus according to [any of the preceding claim], claim 1 
wherein the vanes [(22; 23)] are arranged such that they extend from the periphery ^and a distance 
inward towards the centre of the apparatus, and form an angle (a) with an imagined ling running 
from the outermost point of attachment for respective vane and through the centre of the entire 
unit. 

7. (AMENDED) The apparatus according to [any preceding] claim 1, wherein the 
.rotation transferring means is a^shaft [(24)] ^hickis attached to the plate [(20)] in the centre of 
thereof. 

8. (AMENDED) The apparatus according to [any of the preceding claims], claim 1 . 
wherein the shaft [(24)] is hollow and connected to a gas source via a throttle valve [(30)] for the 
supply of gas to the inner of the apparatus via an opening [(28)] in the end of the shaft [(24)]. 

tL> ~\\\ s • 

9. (AMENDED) A method of treatment of contaminated media containing organic 
material, the method comprising the following steps: k k 

providing a rotatable, cone shaped housing having an inlet and an outlet for medium to be 

treated; 

immersing said housing in the medium to be treated; 

rotating said housing such that a vortex is generated therein; and 

supplying gas to the center of said vortex. 

10. (AMENDED) The method according to claim 8, wherein the medium has a high 
concentration of bacteria[, e.g. E. Coli]. 

11. (AMENDED) The method according to claim [8 or] 9, wherein the medium is 
manure, waste water sludge, leak water from waste deposits. 

12. (AMENDED) The method according to [any of claims 8-10] claim 8 , wherein the 
speed of rotation of the housing is 500-3500 rpm[, preferably 800-2800 rpm]. 
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A 



0\ 

13. (AMENDED) The method according to[any of claims 8-11] claimk wherein the 
gas is air. 

14. (AMENDED) The method according to [any of claims 8-11] clainrft wherein the 



gas is ozone. 



15. (AMENDED) The method according to [any of claims 8-13] clainrT8 ; wherein an 

apparatus according to [any of claims 1 -6] V claim 1 is used. 

/ v 

16. (AMENDED) A product obtained by treatment of a contaminated medium with 
the method according to [any of claims 8-14] claim & ^ . 

17. (NEW) The method according to claim 10, wherein the bacteria comprises E. -Coli 

18. (NEW) The method according to claimX wherein the speed of rotation of the 
housing is 800-2800 rpm. 
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